PREFACE

InpIAN grammarians have divided the Aryan languages
and dialects that were current in the country broadly into
Samskrt and Praket. While Samskrt is the representative
of the old Indo-Aryan languages, Prakrt is the name given
to Mid Indo-Aryan languages and dialects, traces of which
are found in the religious and secular literature of the
period from 5th century B.C. to the 11 century A.D., such as
the Pali Canon of the Hinayana, the Prakrt Canon of the
Jains, the lyrics, the epics and the plays and the Prakrt
grammars. These Prakrt languages are said to exhibit
three different stages of growth: early, middle and later
periods. To the early period belong the old Prakrt of the
inscriptions {3rd century B.C. to 2nd ceatury A.D.), the
Pali of the Hinayana and other Buddhist works like the
Mahavams$a and the Jatakas, the Prakrt of the old Jain
Sutras and the Prakrt of the early plays of Aévaghosa.
The Maharastri, the Sauraseni, the Magadhi, ete., are found
in the plays of later writers like Kalidasa and in the Prakrt
grammars, in the dialects of the early Jaina works, and
the Paisaci of the Brhatkatha. The Apabrahmsa belongs
to the later period.

Among these languages and dialects, Maharastri has
been regarded as the Prakrt par excellence. Dandi, in his
Kavyadarsa, has expressed the same opinion in the
verse :
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Almost all Prakrt grammarians give rules, at the out-

set, for Maharastri, their special rules for each of the other
il
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languages and state at the end (AT ARITRATT), the ress
is like Maharastri. In fact, the term Prakrt reajlly denoted
the Maharastri, according to many grammarians. Bha-
maha, for instance, in his Vrbbi on the Ka‘.byé.yiana. sutra,
¢ %q. qmgﬁﬁ ’ says ¢ mgrtrgj‘qi'ﬂ‘ IrHRITTN ’. Hema-
candra rezards it as  arsa ', the language of the rsis. It
was the language in which the Jain teacher, Mahavira
spoke. Even according to the Valmiki Sutra and the Vriti
of ‘[rivikrama on it, Maharagtri is Prakrt; for, in enume-
rating the Prakrt languages Prakrt is used for Maharastri.
Whethkerit was so called because it formed the base of other
languages and dialects or bacause it was the best known
of them, cannot be definitely known.

Two definitions of ‘ Prakrt based on the etymology of
the word have been current among the old grammarians and
rhetoricians of India. The word Prakrt’, according to
many, is derived from Prakrti oc ‘ basis ’, through the modi-
fication of which the derivative ‘Prakrta is arrived at,
weaning, ‘ coming from ’ or ‘arising out of the basis >. The
Prakrti or basis is considered to be Samskrt. Both Katya-
yana and Valmiki have, ‘ smfaeqesd ’ (XI1-2) 2% Q-
&q . Hemacandra, too, in his Siddahemacandra, devotes
the first seven chapters to the exposition of the grammar
of the Samskrt langnage and the eighth chapter to the
grammar of the Prakrt langnage. In his comment on the
sufra, ' 9 S1F’, he says TP GeFH, AW W, qA A
ar 5rga * indicating, thereby, that the basis for the Prakrt
language is Samskrt. Trivikrama, in his Vrtti on the
Valmiki Sutra, writes ag—

¢ e |reaATAT, W awa |
TETAT SLGATT F%7 g7 7l
Markandeya, in his Prakrtasarvasva, also declares Samskrt
to be the basis for Prakrt (sefir: eiewer awr war MEFR).
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But Namisidhu, the famous commentator of Rudrata’s
Kavyalankara (II-12) gives a different explanation of the
word Prakrta. He considers that the Prakrti or the basis
of these languages and dialects is not Samskrt, but the
natural language of the common people, free from the rules
of grammar as distinguished from the language of the
cultured or refined people. Or it is the lancua,ge created
of old” (ST ), the language in which Mahavira spoke
and from which all others are derived. It has taken diffe-
rent shape in different regions. It is the language of the
people, from which the refined langnage Samskrt emerged,
This explains why the Sastrakara spoke of Priket first.

‘RSS! SAFC R RRATRASTHIT FEslt a=w-
ST THE: | AT qF AT M ANHAY | ‘w&w& S5
T wrgAnTET Anfi’ gemfdEEET TR 99 sasn%—cr
mnﬁm&ga‘ra AFSUNMISAYT  T=TgsaN | AT-

FBRATETET AT T WA FewEons gar-
Gr&'erra%w a9 FEagaRgTc | 9@ oq Fw-
FAT AHAAEY FGY aqF qesarar | ”

No doubt, more than 95 per cent of the words in
Prakrt are traceable to their Sawmskrt origin. Yet there
are words which are really relics of the language of the
people. Namisadhu’s explanation,* therefore, has consi-
derable plausibility. How then should Hemacandra’s
derivation ¢ THATETS ArHT ° be understood ? It might be
that the Prakrt grammarians were not at all keen on
tracing the origin of these languages but on bringing out a
grammar of the vast literature in the languages which was
before them. They simply adopted the form and termino-
logy of the Samskrt grammar since they were quite familiar

*His explanations are not accepted by later writers like Vagbhata.
They give a late origin to Samskrt, which is against the traditional
view,
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to the people. The existence of Prakrt grainmars in
Samskrt on the model of Panini’s grammar lends support
to this surmise. Hemacandra’s gloss “‘g®fr: @ I
g aa wTéd g would mean that the basis or the pattern
on which the grammatical treatises of these langunges were
writben was the grammar of the Samskrt language.

There exist divergent views regarding the nuamber of
Prakrt languages. According to Vararuci- Katyfyana,
whose work is considered to be the earliest treatise on
Prakrt grammar, Prakrt languages are four: Maharistri,
Paisaci, Magadhi, Sauraséni. Among them Paisiei and
Magadhi are the Vikrtis of Sauraséni.  Vilmiki and
Trivikrama add ﬂ%ﬂ&iﬂ%ﬁ' and wq¥rmw to the iist.
Hemacandra divides the language into Samskrt and Prikrit
and brings under Prakrt, ard (Mahiristri), Saurasén,
Miagadhi, Paisdct, culikd PaiSaci and Apabhramda.  But
how Prak-krtam can be Prakrtam and not Prik-krtam and
how Ardhamagadhi is the basis of all languages is not
intelligible,

It may be, that, originally, only the first four of these
languages were considered important, while in course of
time, and Apabhramsa sere given in-
dependent status and added to the list. The names ot the
languages further suggest that they were rogional languagos;
the Maharastri, being the language of the country of
Grodavari; the Sauraséni, the langnage of the Madhyadésa;
the Magadhi, the language of the Magadha and the
Ardhamagadhi, spoken below the region of the Sauraséni
and the Magadhi,

The grammatical treatises on Prakrt which are now
available may be classified as belonging either to the
Hastern or to the Western school. Bharata, auti:or of the
Natyadastra, whose wain concern is the dratnn and its
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becd ‘zni.tm has somu.rulcs on Prakrt because he is interested
n biwe Praket vecurring in the dramatic treatises. But the
h)rs_ﬁ syst?nmtm grammar on the Prakrt languages is the
I'r_ukpt;:w but.ms of Vararuci-Katyiyana in twelve chapters.
Katyiyana is the best representative of the Eastern school.
He s followed by Kramadisvara, Lankésvara, Rimatarka-
viygisa, and Mirkandéya. The oldest commentary on
Prikrte Sutea of Katyiyana is that by Bhamaha. I is
known as Prakrtoprakasa, also as Manbrama. To the
Western school belongs the Prakrta Sutra of Valmiki. It
has been commented on by Trivikrama, Laksh midhara and
Simhardja.  Hemacandra also follows Valmiki.

A doubt has heen raised regarding the authorship of
the Sutras aud the identification of Valmiki with the
author of the Ramayana. Laxmidhara, in his commentary
on the Sutras, ascribes the Sutras to Valmiki. But the
tippant or gloss in the printed edition of the Vrtti of
Trivikraina ascribes them to T'rivikrama himself. The latter
view is unbenable as Trivikrama himself in his Vrtti on
2146 states ‘ g owAT gAATg: " I the Sutras were
hy Trivikruna this Vrtti on the Sutra cannot be properly
explained. Valmiki should, therefore, be considered as the
author of the Sutras, The question now arises whether
the wage Valiniki, author of the Ramayana was the aunthor
of these sutras.  Mallikdmdruta and Sambhurabasya, no
doubt, wseribe a Priket gramnar to him; but there are
nes adequaste proofs to assume the present work to be by
him. 1t may be by a later writer of the same name-

The Prakrtamanidipa, also known as Prakrtamani-
dipiki, & commentary on the Sutras of Valmiki, is now
published for the first time with a gloss by the editor,
Sri .7, Vidvan Srinivasagopalachar. The work is aseribed
6o Chinoaborumabhipa, one of the Vijayanagar vassal kings
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But from the Pragasti at the end of the work, it is learntb
that Appayadiksita, at the instance of his patron Chinna-—
bomma, wrote it and fathered it upon his patron as is
quite common in Indian literature. According to the
author's horoscope drawn beautifully by the editor he lived
between A.D. 1553-1626. He is no other than the famous
Appayadiksita, the ardent advocate of Saivism, and author
of the Sivarkamanidipiké and several other important works
on Saivism and the author of the commentary on the
Yadavabhyundaya of Vedantadesika.

It is needless to repeat the description, given in the
Samskrt introduction, of the manuscripts collated to bring

out this critical edition of the work with several
appendices. |

The Tnstitute is deeply indebted to the Librarian of
the Palace Sarasvati Bhandar, Mysore, and Dr. C.
Narayana Rao, M.A.,LT., Anantapur, for their kindness i1
lending their manuscripts for collation.

H. R. RANGASWAMY IYENGA R
Superiniendent.
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